
Stephen Douglas, “Nebraska Territory,” January 30, 1854

Questions…

1: Where does Douglas stand on the issue of popular sovereignty?

2: What is Douglas referencing when he says, “an arbitrary or geographical 
line”?

3: How many of the original thirteen colonies were slave holding and how 
many of those are still slave holding during the time of Douglas?

4: What role did the federal government play in terms of the abolishment of 
slavery in those states?

5: What example does Douglas give to show that the federal government can 
be ineffective in stopping slavery?



6: Did Douglas always speak out against the Missouri Compromise? What 
has changed his mind? 


